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1NTRODT;CTION.
Salvation is two-fold. It is not a single
-ihing-it is double. Man is not only a sinner,
he is sinful. Sin with man is not only something he does-an act; it is something he isa state. &Ian not anly needs forgiveness, he
needs, as well, cleansing.
That forgiveness does not eliminate all sinfulness from the heart of man, is clearly a matter of experience and that .which the Scriptures
unmistakably teach.
For one to deny this is
t o fly in the face of all Christian experience,
.of historic theology and the word of God.
What is the divine provision for man, relative to this great sin-question? W e answer,
broadly speaking, to justiiy freely and sanctify
wholly.
And these are not one and the same, nor are
they co-etaneous. Free justification and full
sanctification are not the same work.
There are, then, two works of grace, in relation to the recovery of man from all sin in
this life.
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ISTRODUCTIOS.

The atltllor of the follon-ing excellent little
book has seen fit to give, what we regard an
apt: title, “The First Work of Grace.” h i d
b-! tliis, he means saving grace.
AIan is the
recipient of grace, to not a little degree, and In
not a few installments, before he has saving
grace. Eut “prevenient grace” is not saving ;
v,rhile there may be 110 saving grace without it,
tliis niq7 be had and man, a t last, refuse to
yield to God.
Salvation is double, a s is sin. No one work
of salvation reaches inan’s need ; two works
are necessarv.
W e have long felt and said, if people were
in the possession of The First Work of Grace,
they would be more appreciative of the Second ;
a great reason why many do not seek entire
sanctification is, they are destitute of justification; had they the life of the first, they would
find themselves in possession of a strong desire
for the second.
We believe in this little book. W e are In
accord with its general teachings. We see a
place for it. It, like all truth, is needed.
This book is sure to do good. It properly
defines the first work of salvation, and rightly
relates it t o the second.

ISTRODUCTIO?\'.
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There is a place for this book and for e'i-e!->such one, as never before. Holiness is here:
it is here to stay.
The Church of God-the real Church-thc
true eiclesin, are hungry, tliougli they may not
know it by that naiiie. Such truth as this
book contains will be received by many of
them, and they will be blest by it.
God be with this new and truth-telling message! W e rejoice in the presence of sucli a
coiiipaiiy of yo~iiigmen as this Author, who
love such truth and are moved to tell it.

CH.XRLESJ. FO~.LEI<.

Boston M a y 16th 1903.

AUTHOR’S APOLOGY.
“It is a correct opinion, and one generally
admitted, that no one should obtrude a new
book upon the public without good reason.
H e must have something important to
communicate-or he iiiust be able to shed new
light upon some theme or doctrine vihich holds
an intimate relation to the good of society-or
he must at least attempt to restore some neglected or rejected truth to its proper influence
or to defend it against the assaults of error.”George Peck.
The author of the following pages feels
that he has good reason for writing this book.
Not that he has new light, or a new doctrine,
but to call attention of the Church to one of
the old paths, the neglected doctrine of the
First Iliork of Grace. He believes it is assaulted by error; that many do not know
what God means in His book by what is commonly denominated conversion.
Not that we feel qualified, or that there is a
scarcity of books, but love for the truth, and

AYTHOR'S
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the desire for the advancement of the I<ingdoni of Christ, "whose I am and whom I
serve," and feeling the moving of the Spirit :II
this direction, this little n-ork is sent forth.
If for something new you are looking, you
may he disappointed. If for faults, you will
find them.
If one be on a search for something to criticise, your search will not be in
uain. If one seeks for truth, it is here. If
sou conclude you could have done better, the
author will not dispute you. W e waited for
you, hut in vain.
Now, little chapters, go forth. Prayers have
gone before you, and will follow you. Shine
03 the pathway of some traveler so clearly they
may see their way from darkness into God's
shining way.
N a y the blessing of God rest upon reader
and writer.
Yotirs in Jesus' Precious Love.
C. HOWARD
DAVIS.
Washington, D. C.

CHAPTER
TIIE
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I.

WORR OF GRACE.

Many rolumes have been written on the
“Second Elessiiig, properly so-called,” many
have been led into the experience, while others
have fought the doctrine held by belierers in
such esperience.
Not a little of the opposition to the Second
Work of Grace, when you get at the facts, is
improperly spoken of as opposition to Holiness.
RIuch of the argument against the Second
’Vv’ork of Grace is really against what is done
for and in the individual when converted. It
is said that the Second Blessing preacher
tenches that you can not live without committing sin. X search in the Word reveals
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that, in the lonest state of Grace one must stop

sinniiig. The life of the opposer of holiness
c!oes not measure up to the requirements of the
JTord of God laic1 down for a convertecl person. Rather than measuring up, it is a life of
fighting the law of God ; their conversation is
not in Heaven, iil many things they deny Him,
and s h o ~
an utter disregard for the plainest
teaching-s of Iiolv ITrit.
By the First ll-ork of Grace we do not mean
the first blessing one has received.
11aii-j
biessings are coiiinioii to all.
I3y the First 51;l'ork of Grace, we mean the
first esperience of God's love in the heart, the
experience commonly called conversion ; the
change from a rliild of the devil to a child of
Gad ; from darkness to light ; from sinning, t,?
living without sinning; from the service of the
devil, to the service of Christ.
By the First TVorl; of Grace, we mean tile
experience one enjoys, who has repented oi,
confessed, and forsaken his sins ; has received
pardon, is having peace with God. and feels
the love of God in his heart, and niade conscious of all this by the witness of the Spirit.
It is the experience we have when we begin to
live anew, having been born from above.

CH,IPTER 11.
THE

Fm‘r

\I.ORI< OF GR-LCC-THE

SE\Y EIRTH.

T h e new birth means a ne‘iv life. Jesas
taught the necessitJ- of a nen- life for the wlio!~?
race. To Sicodeinus. a ruler of the J e m , a
master of the law, a member of the Sanhedrin.
a moral iiian, the n.av into a n w life u-as h y
the nen- birth. Now, as then, it is not understood. ‘The philosophy-the theory-may not
be so easily gotten tlirougli the head; but by
faith, the new life may be had. Jesus said,
the wind bloweth where it listeth, you hear it,
but you can iiot tell whence it cometh or
whither it goeth ; S O is every one that is t70m
of the Spirit.
Another birth means another
life. The first birth meant a life: so, “being
born from above” “born of God.” “A partaker of the divine nature.” “Therefore, if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things have passed aivay, behold all things
are become new.”
“We ktiow that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethreii. H e that loveth iiot his brother

1%

THE L'I1:sT \VOIiR

OF GRACE.

abirletli in death." "lVho liath delivered 11s
irom the poiver of darkness, and liath traus1atc.d Lis into the liingdoni of !lis dear Son."
vl'hc.se passages clearly shonr that the: First
ll-ork of Grace is not small, not a vision, iiot
inlagination, iiot simply a form of religion. but
('i lite-a translation-a
radical change. A h .
11-esley,in his seriiioii 011 "The Xew Cirth,"
says, "The >;en- Eirtli is that great change
which God works in the soul n-lien he raises it
from the death of sin to the life of righteoiis11 ess. ' '
Richard TVatsoi1, in his Theological Institutes says, "Regeneration is that mighty
change in man w-ought by the Holy Spirit, by
which the domiiiion wliicli sin had over him in
his natural state, and which h e deplores aiid
struggles against in his penitent state, i s
broken aiid abolished so that with full choice
of will and the energy of right affections, he
serves Cod freely, and ruiis tlie svay of his
coiiiiiiaii~lments." Uiglity, wondrous change !
Xew life iiiiparted; no longer a rebel againsr
God : X XElV creature, with tlie thi-ills of
divine life pulsating through tlie entire bciiig.
It is absolutely impossible to be a Christian
iii any other vay.
One has to he born a Chrisiian t o be one.

THE K E F BIRTH.
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Resolving, endeavoring, trying, will never
bring- the new birth, or make a sinner into a
child of God.
Alaiiy people think churchjoining all that is necessary; others think
reformation of life all that is needed. Friend,
nothing short of being horii from above--of
God-will
ever tala us into the life of the
Christian. What a change! How 9 2 m one
seems, n-110 has been born of God. H o w :iew
all snrroundings appear. The changc. is
within.
One is conscious all sins are pardoned ; the lore of God is received : all wrong
doing put away : the world is renounced and
Christ received. Glory be unto our God !
Little would be the opposition to living without sin and possessing holiness if all who profess to be Christians, knew by experience, the
blessedcess of the new birth. In the new-born
soul there is a desire for Jesus-likeness and to
be all lie desires one to be-to know the whole
m-ill of God-and to want that will doiie, whatever it may be.
The new-horn soul has an
abhorrence of evil, a i d a cleaving to that
which is good.

CH-IPTER 111.
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The converted person is a changed pLorson.
H e loves God, keeps his commandments, and
searches diligently to know the xvhole will of
God. H e is no longer a truth-dodger. He is
done v;ith theater-going ; cards have been
burned; the daiice is abandoned; in short, all
conscious sinning of the old life is stopped, and
the things of the new life are taken up. He
feels it; he lives i t ; he looks i t ; he sings it;
he shouts it : the prayer and class meeting he
now frequents as regularly as he did the sin
places of other clays. Family prayer has become the gate of Heaven. He has money and
time for Jesus and His work now. How he
delights to tell old companions of his newfound treasure.
H e now has nights for his
wife and children; what a joy to have the
newly converted in the home. The lodge will
note his absence. With the secular papers,
he now adds religious ones for himself and
family. The newly converted have found out

the Sunday Scliool ; n-hat a listening ear ; what
a receptive heart. Listen to one rho has received the ne\:- life. “SYhat a change. Had
you told him lie could ncrer have believed
such a xi-onderful chaiige possible. Eut it is
not only a possihility. it is a reality. H o w good ;
I vonder I never got this before.”
The First TT-or!< of Grace is a \vcnderfA
eqw-ience-a
great ~vorl~-m.cl when esperiei?cct: ove cries as did the Queen of Sheba,
”Ei!?olt!. tlir Iiali 11-as not told me.”
I j l x First II-orli of Grace weails a new life.
-%ad v h a t a life it is. S o more in darkness;
no niore a slave : no longer among swine, perishing viith hunger, but at home; Glory !
The idea has obtained that when you get
sanctiiictl Ii-hoil!- you stop committing sin. This
is a huge mistalie. For the lowest possible state
of ,orace the Bible mentions is the new birth.
Hear Jvliat our beloved brother John says:
“TVhosoever is born of God doth not cornnit
sin.” I t is not the work of entire sanctification to stop one’s sinning.
One stops ere
Sanctification’s heights are reached. The First
IV‘ork of Grace brings one into a life of frecdoni from committing sin.
This esperience enables one by the new life
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and poLver given to stop doing what is known
to be ivroiig; to stop leaving undone what one
knojvs they should do. Some act as though
the!. lvere much afraid they might get where
jt u,ould be utterly impossible to turn again
to a life of sinning. But most of us have
bad all the sinning we want. What is conilnitting sin ? “Whosoever conimitteth sin,
transgresseth also the law ; for sin is the transgression of the law.” What can be more plain ?
No matter what church name you bear, nor
what office you occupy, if you commit sin you
are ;?. transgressor.
Again hear the word of the Lord. “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth
it not, to him it is sin.” Hence you see not
only must me stop doing what we know to be
wrong, but cease leaving undone what we
know we should do. Do you mean ta
say one can be a child of God and daily do
vhat they kizow they should not do, and leave
undone what they just as clearly lzstoew they
should d o ? If that is the life of the Christian,
where is the difference between such an one,
and the one who makes no profession of the
religious life? Loving ’John says, herein is
the difference between a child of God and a

child of the devil:
“In this the children of
God are manifest, (in that they do not commit
sin) and the children of the devil, (in t1i:it
they do comiiiit sin). (I Jno. 3 :8). See coiitest.

It
The devil sinneth from the beginning.
must be natural to him by this time; a fired
trait of character. Friend, the man or woman
.vcilio continually commits sin is certainly like
the d e d .
“\T;hicli of you convincetli me of sin,” asked
tlie S a ~ i o u r ? To save his people FROM theilsins. There must be a difference between a
sinning person, and one who bas stopped : one
saved from their sins, and the one who is still
in their sins. Would you say there. was no
difference between a man in the water drowning, and tlie one rescued from drowning? I
preier to be the one on the shore.
Satan has plenty of those who live ungodly
lives da). in and day out; who never have to
get on their knees and ask his pardon for having been religious for a halfliour during the
day. “Forgive me and I will not do so again.”
God can save a inan from sinning so they can
live day in and day out without sinning. Thank
God. Do you pror‘ess religion and say you
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cannot live without coiiiiiiittiiig sin ? if you
s11011ld speak more correctly would you not
rather say you do not z~laiitto live without sinniiig? If one sins ever); clay in x-ord. thought
aiid deed, !iow much oftener, hoiv much faster
Cali satan himself sin ?
Is it iiot de\-il-like to
commit sir??
The First W o r k of Grace takes us out of
the sinning business.
Gives one life and
power to live without sinning against the iaiv
of God. Takes you into a concliiion of heart
where you love Jesus, and he said, “If a man
love me lie will keep my words.” You see the
absurdity of saying we love Jesus and daily do
what we know He does not want us to do.
Friend, sinning is plainly the life of a sinner.
Satan sins; the. child of the devil sins : biit
“whosoever is born of God doth iiot commit
sin.”
If God by the Holy Ghost hath perfornied
the First Work of Grace 011 and in us, \ve shall
certainly have such a change as will 111ak e us
abhor evil. Benj. Pomery said, “I nevcr
expect to sin again. It would hurt me terribly
to think of it.”
The idea that a child of Gail
can commit sin in word, thought arid deed
every day is surely preposterous. The Xnte-

A S E W LIFE.
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deiuvians sinned that way and God droivnecl
them all. What will he do with you, with
your increased light, if you are no better than
they ?
There niust be a difference between the children of God and the children of the devil.
There is a difr’erence between the children of
difierent families. Satan’s child is free from
righteousness, Rom. 6:20. God’s child is free
from sin. Rom. 6, 18-20.
Is our God unable to save us from sinning?
Has the enemy gotten us down into sin, and
the Saviour unable to pet us out? Can satan
have those who are free from righteousness,
and Christ fail to have those who are free froin
sinning? Has the devil succeeded in ruining
the race, and God the Father, Christ the Son,
and the Holy Ghost failed to rescue? Mr. Wesley says “he that is born of God sinneth not :
1st. By any habitual sin. For habitual sin
is sin reigning. But sin cannot reign in one
that believeth.
and, nor by any wilful sin;
for his will while he abideth in the faith is
utterly set against all sin; and he abhorred1
it as deadly poison; nor, 3rd, by any sinful
desire, for he continually desireth the holy and
perfect will of God; and any tendency to an

20
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unholy desire, he by the grace of God stifletli
in the birth ; nor, 4th, doth he sin by infirmities
whether in act, word or tliought. For his infirmities have no concurrence in his will. Alld
without this they are not properly sins. Thus iie
that is born of God doth not commit sin. ,9i1d
though he cannot say he hath not sinned, yet
now he sinneth not.”

CE-IAPTER IT'.

THE SPIRIT IVITSZSSES TO THE FIRST JYORT;
OF GRACE.

l y e fear many professed follon-ers of the
hfan of Galilee know not the witness of the
I-Ioly Ghost.
God is an intelligent being.
When a sinner repents, promising t o stop sinning,and humbly, for Jesus' sake, asks God to
pardon him, God will certainly tell such an one
that his sins are forgiven. God has a voice.
A voice peculiar to Himself. In all ages, men
have heard him speak. Reader, not for one
moment rest in what thou hast done, but hold
to God. hold up a promise, till God answers
you, and tells you by the witness of the Holy
Ghost thou art his child. God tells 11s in his
word, that he will forgive, on condition we confess and forsake sin.
This furnishes lis with
a basis for faith in H i m ; but this is not tlie
witness of the Spirit.
Define i t ? The soul to which God has sent
the witness of the Spirit does not require d
definition, and the one who has not the witness

-.)s
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could not understand a definition. “The Spirit
itself beareth it-itness n-ith our spirit that we
are the children of God.” Hence n e cry “Xbba
Father.” SI-e know whose son we are as t o
the flesh; the children of the devil know t >
whom the!; belong: and shall the child of God
know less? Kay, but God means for us to
1;now it n-hen we are his. Eeloved, when one
becomes a child of God, he does not pass into
a state of ignorance, where he knows less than
he did before. SVe now knoiv we have confessed our sin ; we have promised (and meant
it) to forsake them ! S5-e have given up the old
way, and choice made of the way of God;
n-e now have a purpose t o live for him; we
now belieye God’s word, and God gives such
a n one the evidence in the heart, from the
Spirit, that he has actually passed out of death
into life.
The blind man knew he had received physical
sight. The new life brings us into a sphere
where we know. Beloved, do not rest ~vlien
you are in doubt or uncertainty, for there is a
strong probability you are not on a good foundation. But when the Spirit tells yoii, y5u
KlYOLV. What a boldness; what a peace;
what a joy; what light ; what a feeling of cer-

T H E SPIRIT WITSESSES.
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taint!- : what a positiveness ; what a consciousness ~ i t h i n . - h e n . GlcrrL- !
"Feelings are too weighty for human
speech ; language breaks down under the
strain.
"Breaks my heart to tell the gladness,
That thy presence brings to me."
Heaven heard from: I have a Saviour
there, he tells me the black record is blotted
out; FORGIT/E,V!
011 the sweetness that
xord brings to my heart. hIy God is reconchild; free-; his child; Glory! help me sho,it
it !"
The absence of the witness of the Spirit :S
what inaltes the professing Christian of today
such a cringing, apologizing weakling.
"For we cannot but speak the things whicli
we have seen and heard."
"Whom do men
say that I, the Son of man, am?" Some say
one thing. and some say something else. "But
whom say ye that I am ? "Thou art the Christ,
How did they
the Son of the living God."
know? How do we know ? Cy a revelati )il
from the Father in Heaven. Matt. 16:17.
If all who name the Name of Jesus, had the
witness of the Spirit, what a change there

21
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would be.
Opposition to a life of freedoin
from sinning ~ ~ o t i be
l d hard to find. Reader,
have xou the witness of the Spirit? What
is it': 1-ou will not ask any theologian wheil
you have it.
S o definitions necessary when
you hear Him speak.

CHAPTER V.
FIRST iVORIi OF GR--‘LCE-OSE

TVAB IS OYER.

“Therefore being justified by faith, we haye
peace with God through our Lord Jes 1s
Christ.” Peace seifit God. Not at war .v\-itll
him. Surrendered. Have yielded to his xy.iil1;
no iiioTe fighting his will or his law. YOU
cannot break t h e law of your government, a n d
be at peace with it. Every time you see a n officer of the law you are painfully coiiscious
of a lack of peace. When you read the law
you see where you are out of harmony wit11
it, and it greatly disturbs your inward calm.
S O with the law of God. Many do not read
it for they break i t ; they do not like to read
the penalty ; they say “peace” when they have
none.
They do not like to retain God in
their thoughts.
It is disturbing; it makes
them nervous.
They do not like to learn of those about
them keeping the law, it reflects, on them, and
upsets all their niaiiufactured peace.
How

26
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many n-110 profess to be religious are at war
!\-it11 God on some point of the laiv.
- ~ r g u i n g ,questioning, doubting, disbeliei-ing, breaking some portion in word, thought
and clced. If they think living this n-ay they
have peace with God, sataii has deceived the:il.
Svlien God conr-erts iiieii they come into his
family to obey; obedience is the first law of his
king-doni, and "to obey is better than sacrifice."
Disobedience brings unrest, disturbs and annihilates all peace nith God. Friend, you are
not at peace with God if you are consciously
breaking his law. Law-breakers cannot have
peace. Does a six-year-old child That does
not mind his mother have peace? Yot so. K o r
does a man or iyoman have peace with God
when they disobey.
When we get converted, me surrender ; we
stop fighting against God ; we promise to obey
him at all cost.
Leave the life of sinning against the governnient of heaven; at peace with God. Have
no disagreement with him. Really delight in
his law; when the converted soul wakes up
to the fact of the existence of inbred sin, or
the carnal mind, it gives pain; to feel something within that is opposed to God's law

hurts the renewed soul. Deliverance is desired.
TYhen you break the law, condemnation is
in your heart ; peace destroyed, and immediately one has sorrow of heart, and u-ants the
peace back. The peace is obtained by faith:
it is retained the same way. TI-ai- over. and
at peace with God. Once enemy of God ; nonconverted : once figliting against him : now at
peace. G l o q !
I:cii~x at pcsce with God is the lowest
condition aiicl experience mentioned in the
Word. It seems almost a waste of time to
repeat that there is no peace with God when
we are at war with his law. Soiiie deceive
themselves into thinking they have peace with
God while they are doing what a t the time
of doing they k i i l ~ wthey should not do. God
It
has not divorced himself from his lax.
is his law still.
He has never annulled it.
It is still in force. If you would have peace
with God yop must obey. Loyalty t o God’s
law is loyalty t o himself.
“If ye love me,
keep my commandments.”
Think of a man fighting for the United
States and fighting against our government at
the same time. Rebellion is sin.
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“If ye refuse and rebel ye shall be devoured
by the sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it.”
t;od’s children are not rebels. They have
stopped sinning, or fighting ag-ainst his law.
Xeacler, are you at war with God’s law? Are
you figliting the law against murder ? agaiiisi
acltiltery ? against thieving? Some one i s
shocked at such interrogations. IVhy shocked?
Is it wrong to commit any of these? How did
you learn these were wrong? How ab&t the
l a v against n-orldliness ? How about the law
against pride ? against foolish talliing ? and
yes, what about his oft-repeated coininand to
be holy? TYhat is your attitude toward that
command? Are you opposed? are you objeccing? are you saying no man can be holy, when
God conimands it?
Yoar saying you do not understand is not an
excuse.
Have you not a Eible? Why 30
you not understand what God means .vc.lien
he says “be ye holy”? Do you understand
what he means when lie says “ye must be born
again?” You found that out. So you can
find out what he means when lie says ‘%e ye
holy.” What is your attitude toward the oftrepeated command to be holy ? Are you break-

in$ that comnland? ;ire you fighting i t ? Do
you trample that precept under your feet with
a curl of the lip, a toss of tlie head, thrusting
it aside?
Jl’liy do you disagree n-ith God and his law
clemanding personal, inward holiness of his
Lhildren? JWiat will become of those n-ho figh:
God’s law on holiness so plaid>-written 7 Ha;e
they peace? S a y , for they cannot bear t o hear
one tell of the blessed experience of holiiless
of heart. Friend, have you never read the
word “That without holiness no nian shall see
tlie Lord .>”Oil what ground do y o ~ i~ h are
o
at war with God on holiness, professing ‘3
be his children, espect to live with him T\-llOlil
the word reveals as holx? What is the evidence on which you try to make yourself and
others think you are at peace with God n.hile
you are against him on holiness ? Ignorancc
is no excuse; too many Bibles, too inany
tracts, too m a q holiness papers, too many holiness meetings, too many Pentecostal and Holiness churches, too many have the experience
telling iion- they obtained i t ; and you can
hear and find it also.
Said Jesus, “This is the condeLnnx!ioi7, that
light is come into the world, a n d men 101-ed
3
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darkness rather than light, because their deecis
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds &ould be reproved,” or discovered. Are
you afraid of the light on holiness ? Do yoti
10s-e unholiness rather than holiness ? If that
be so that is thc reason you are at war with
God 011 the sitbiect.
What means all this seeming opposition to
holiness on the part of sonic wlio profess to
be Christians? Had you not better look up
your standing with God? Are you at peace
with God while you are opposing Holiness ?
Dc you kneel down and get blest whilc asking
him to help you in opposing holiness ? Do you
oppose the doctrine and experience of holiness
to the glory of God? Can one get blest iil
opposing God’s law?
At war with God o n holiness, is really opposing his character, and denying the possibility of being like him.
It is certainly a sad thing and strange to
see a sinner, for whom Jesus died opposing
God’s law, hut sadder yet and stranger to see
one who professes to be a child of God fighting
a W o r k of Grace clearly revealed in the Word,
and experienced, and testified to by the best
Christians i17 all age?

Friend, look up matters. if you are inc1ii:e.l
to take sides against Holiness. II-liat is tile
trotible x i t h you? Is irhat yoti hare receiyed
such a failure you do not want more? Are you
forholiness, the keeping of the command, and
obtaining the esperience, or apaiiist it? On
which side are you ?

C H A P T E R VI.
EVIDESCES OF THE FIRST JVORK OF GR.\CE G I V E 3

CI JEST--s IN J O H N

17.

In this chapter of the gospel of John l v e
ha1 e what is, properly, the Lord’s Prayer.
111
this chapter lie mentions some marks of t h e
First Work of Grace in his disciples.
.His
ru!e for discipleship does not change with t b c
Right of time. His grace and power in t b c
First Work of Grace will accomplish as much
in the yielding heart of today, as it did for
Peter, James and Jolin.
“I have manifested thy name ~iiitothe men
n.liich thou gavest me out of the world ; t h i n e
t!iey were, and thou gavest them me.” Given
io Jesus and they had acknowledged his owneyship. “Out of the world.” They were still
in tlie world for Jesus says so, “these are in t h e
world.”
“OLit of the world,” and still “in
the world.” may be a little hard to be understood by those who are not spiritual, but w e
cannot get it out of this chapter. He f u r t h e r
says, “they are not of the world.” In it, but

ECIDEKCES OF THE FIRST V O R K .

:3

not of it. "Sot of the ivorld." ( s o t sanc-,ified \vholly, for lie is praying they may he.)
TYhat a change would sweep oyer the Cllristian world i f this n-ere true of all ~vl-hoIiailic'
the name of Christ !
Is tliere not too much ground for the stateinciit, tile "Church is worldl\-"? Can it h;
successfully denied ? Nost people have the
idea iE they get sanctified wliolly they wouid
have to give up the world, and n-orldlincss.
€ u t , Jesus says, '*they are not of the world."
TYould Jesus tell the Father that a-hich 1va5
not true concerning his disciples ? The First
JVork of Grace will take you out of the world,
and put you out of harmony n-it11 it also.
_Again h e says, ''the world hath hated thein.'*
W h y ? Cecause they were not of it.
Sot
only not of the world, and out of it, but hateal
by the worlcl
This was so emphatically true,
the ivorld realized it-they viere hated for their
uiin.orltlliiiess ; they were hated because the:;
\vould take no part in worldly schemes ; because they would not coliform to worldly custolils ; they ~voulcl not fall in with worldly
plars. IIow few are hated by the world for
their piety !
The First JJ'crli of Grace takes YOU out
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of the iyorld, separates you from it; so yon
\vi11 fail to hare the love of the world, for thc
n-orld loves only its o s i ; ~ ~ .
Again lie tells the Father, “they have kept
thy n-orcl.” I gave them thy word, “and they
haw kept it.”
Had gone out of the commandment-bseakiiig business, according to this
statement of Jesus.
If a man keeps a comnand he does not break it; and if he breaks :t
lie does not keep it. Bear in mind they mere
not sanctified wholly.
H e still says of them, “they have knowii
surely that I came out from thee.” That was
more than many other Jews knew. They kiiew
it, did iiot guess it, but K N E W .
H e discriminates between them and the
worlcl when he says, “I pray iiot for the ’world,
but for them wliich thou liast given me.”
Next he p r a y that they may be saved.
No, “FIoly Father KEEP through thine own
name.” Tf they had not been saved it woiild
1 i O t have been common sense to pray that they
might be kept. H e says, “while I was with
thcm I kept them, now I ani no more in the
world, but these are in the world, kecp.” “Keep
them from the evil.”
If they were not rccipirnts of the First Work of Grace, this is
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ariainly strange language for Jesus to use.
I: ivonld seem much like praying that a person might he kept from falling into the water
who hac! not been saved from it.
But these had been taken out of the world oE
sin, and Jesus wanted his Father to keep them
free iruni the evil. H e still prays and comes
to t h e climax of his heart’s desire when he
says, “sanctify them.”
Not convert, but
snii;t ify.
It is said that John Wesley in 1737 discovered that men are justified before they are s a x tified Did not Jesus the Son of God know
that inen must be justified before they are
sanctified? Surely.

CHAPTER T'II.
T I I E FIRST X'ORI.:

OF GR.\CE .\T THESSILOSIC-I.

When God begins the n-ork of saving a soul,
t1:e first work done is a God-like one. A ~ ~ 0 1 1 dcrful ciiange is wrcught in the First SVork
of Grace. Nan)- people think when the First
M'ork of Grace is scripturally presented, you
are preaching entire sanctification.
The
writer remembers hearing a preacher say lie
was iiir ited to preach iil a church which he
H e deterknew was opposed to holiness.
mined he would preach on the First Work of
Grace without any reference to the second ;
but they accused him of preaching holiness.
It is a. sad thing that many wlio profess religicn do not bear the marks of one wlio has
t h e First Work of Grace
The peoi,le who111 Paul addressed at Thcssalonica were members of t h e church. "Unto
the Church of the Thessalonians."
Churcll
membership is a desirable thing if one has tlle
qualifying experience of such membership.
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simply joiciiig the Church is not the Fir3?
SvYcrlrof Clrzre.
This Ch-irch was in ”God the Father.“
once UT see if lve have salration at a!: 11,:
kmv, it. If you are in God, you will knon
it; one cannot heip knowing i t ; and if yca
are in God others will observe it. “And ill
the Lord Jesus Christ.” It was neither UiiiLaA real Biblical orthoriati nor Ciiiversalist.
dox Church. “In God the Father, and in the
Lord Jesus Christ.”
What a joy to one
who has been out in t h e cold, heartless world
to be in the loving God who becomes Father,
and find one’s self i n t h e Lord Jesus Christ. ilt
least a .Iceling of certainty and security must
be the icelings of a person thus saved.
“5S‘c give thanks to God always for you.”
Tliat iic c-xilcl not h a v e beeii ashamed of them
is crl-tain.
Again lie says to them. “Remembering xvithout ceasing your work of faith.“ l170rli. S o t
i~ioclcr-ii chuich-m-ork, (entertainments ) , bur
“work of feith.” F a i t h always n-orlcs. ’I-ou
Sot
cannot beliitw except you go. to work
drcixs. but v,orkers ; not bosses, but workers.
Faiili 11 orlcers. ”Labor .of Love.“
Sot
asliained to Le laborers.
I t Tvas a labor of
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love. Labor of hate, labor of jealousy, of envy,
malice. TO^ money, position, none of these, but
“labor cf love.” This worketli no ill to his
neighbor.
-‘Parielice of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,
in the sight of God and our Father.” God saw
they were a patient people. They had hope
that was full of patience.
Having patience
of hope n h a t a lot of difficulties they passed
through.
“For our Gospel came not unto you in word
only.” Much of the so-cal!ed Gospel today
is in word only, not so with them, “but i n
purer.”
“The Gospel is the polsver of God unto sal%.ticin to every one that believeth.”
“For tlit kingdom of God is not in word, but
in ixwer.”
Tliry dicl not have to run forward for prayer
every revival meeting for power, they hac1
sriint. Got it when they mere converted. It
came on their receiving the Gospel.
The
ivvord is the theory, but the power is for you
t c experience.
T h e word for the mind, the
power for the heart.
To >e manifested in
the life. ‘‘It came also in the Holy Ghost.”
‘“1 he Spirit itself beareth witness Tyith o u r
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sFirit that
are the children of God.“ ’*Xiid
in niuch assurance.” Not little, but “niucli.”
Worn the assurance thrilled their hearts : how
o€ten they spoke of it, and each testimony to
its presence seemed to make them doubly sure.
How it coniforted them in their distresses and
aftlictions.
“And ye became followers of us, and of the
Lard.” A minister of God’s calling and orclainhg, you can follow as lie follows Christ.
They did not belong to that class ~ h say,
o
“none shall boss me.”
They followed Paul
and his co-laborers and the Lord. “Followers.” Notwithstanding such a powerful experience had come to thein they were willing
to be followers. Many today want to be leaders-run a mission-tell
others what to do.
But these were followers, willing to be led by
Holy men--“liaving received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.” They
mere in earnest to be Christians, for thev received the word in iiiziclz affliction. S o t little,
hut niuch. How little many professors of religion can stand.
They had received a touch froin God, it
started them on right lines-yet with joy of
the Holy Ghost. H e brought them joy in spite

of afHiction. H e is capable of so doing. He
does it now; reai joy, for the joy they had
was of tlie Holy Ghost. When a man has
joy it shows itself on tlie face: it shortens it:
it vkleiis it. You will lose your long-facedness if TOE get converted.
"So that ye were ensamples t o all that believe in llacedonia, and -3cliaia." How does
that sound compared with some modern e s pressioiis as "do not follow me." "clo not look
at me," etc. Ensampie, think of it. If God
made them eiisanipies he can make more ; lie
can make > a i one if you will consent. Then
they got tlie iiiissioiiary spirit when they swre
converted. Some people who even profess to
be s a n c t i f ~ dn.hol1y say it is a waste of money
to try to save tlie heatlien a t home or abroad.
Listen to what Erother Paul says of them;
"For from you sounded out the .virord of tlic
Lord not oiiiy in Xacedonia aiid Achaia, but
also in every place your faith to God-ward is
spread abroad; so that we need not to speak
anything."
God so loved the world 'that he
had to do something ; so, these having received
the Lore of God into their hearts like every
other really converted person, had to be missionary Christians.

Paul inntecl to %et to this band of Christians.
They uw-e such noble specimens of
God’s ITork, hc k n e ~sataii woi1ld be after
them. S o t being yet sanctified wholly;, caused
hini to be ansious for their safety-so “when
n-e could no longer forbear, we thought it good
to be left at Athens alone; and sent Timotlieus, our brother . . . t o establish you,
and to comfort you concerning your faith ;
that no man sliould be nioved by these afflictions; for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto . . . I sent to k n o ~your
faith, lest by some means the tempter have
tempted you and our labor be in vain. But:
now when Timotheus came from you unto us,
and brought good tidings of your faith and
charity, and that ye have good remembrance
of us always, desiring greatly to see lis, as we
also to see you ; therefore brethren we were
comforted oyer you, in all our affliction and
distress, by your faith.” ?Ve have not space t o
call attention to all that these yerses cantai;i,
but, pray over them and study them.
They still loved the man who got them to
God ; their faith .i\.as such that it comforted
him in his troubles ; they wanted to see him
n.hom God had used to turii them from dark-

ness to light, from the power of satan uilto
the power of God. Ancl h e writes tlieiii lie
is praying night and day exceedingly that he
&$it see their face and perfect that ivhich
was 1acl;ing in their faith ; that they might be
established L1Iiblaiiieable in holiness. Wodd
that all had as uiiiiiistakable evidence, a d
gave as good evideiice of being converted, a s
this church.
The First ’1S’ork of Grace gives one an experience, atid enables one to live a life so thzt
one bears marks.
Had you attended thciiprayer meetings you might have heard them
speak of “much assurance,” “of joy,’’ “of
love,” love for God, love for Paul, of converts
won, of the preciousness of the lt’ord.
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Some think this officer n-as not conr-crteci
until Peter’s visit. Let LIS see what n-e find recorded in the Cook concerning him.
Il‘e maintain he Tvas converted, and hereivith
submit the evidence. “A devout man.” Devout means, 1st. ”Yielding a solemn and rey:erential devotion to God in religious esercises,
particularly in prayer ; consecrated in spirit. ’
2nd. “Esercismg the feelings of reverence arid
warship.” TNhere are the sinners “yielding a
solemn and reverential devotion” to God? I
have known some church members who do
not bear this mark of religion. Where are the
unconverted that are “given up to religious
feelings ?” Cornelius was thus given up.
If, as some say, he was not converted till
Peter came, lie was given up to religious feeling, and same kind of duties.
Some preachers are wearing themselves out
trying to get these who profess religion to do
religious duties. The feelings of some in our
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tiiiie are very wide of what we uiiderstatid ta
be religious feelings.
-And as to religious
duties how far from keeping the word of t!x
Lord, doing his n-ill, many are who have professed religion for years. Yet this Gentile
was giveti up to religious feelings, and t o doing
religious duties.
”A devout man.” Devout nieaiis ”pious, ’
and pious means ‘Waving faith in and reverence for the supreiiie being; actuated by faith
in and reverence for God; godly.” A r e sinncrs actuated by faith in and reverence for
~ o ? d Are they g b d y ? Are sinners cloiiig religious duties ? N e s t it is said he “feared God.”
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” So Cornelius was on the right line bcfore Peter’s arrival
“Fear God and 1cec.p
his coniiiiaiidnieiits.”
Cornelius was cloing
just that thing.
Not afraid of liiiii as a
hard master, but going to hiin in prayer, cloiiig
His will as it was revealed to liiiii.
Xot only did Cornelius ‘‘fear God,” hut it
is said “with all iiis house.”
This certainly
iiidicates he had religion at home.
Do not press us on this point, for we liiiow
of too many professedly religious homes that
will not bear the description given 111s o f Cor-
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:ielius’ religious life at home. S o t only did ile
h a w the kind that sveiit t!irough his home,
hut he had the kind the soldier under hiln
wanted and obtained for it \vas a ”devout
soldier” that he sent for Peter. Do not say
he was a sinner, for what wi!l people thirik
if we begin to take testinion!- of the servant
girls ix-110 have worked in the family. and die
men in their employ. Naybe if the truth is
puslietl we shall find if Cornelius x a s a siniiw
~ ~ I i e Peter
ii
went to him, he was in adyance
of many church members with the incrcasxl
light o i tke last two thousand years.
“Which gave inuch alms to the people.”
Compare the few coppers dropped into the collection plate for the poor, by those ~ d i oclaim
to he convertcd. with the “much alms” of Cornelius. Are there manj- sinners in your locality that are giving much alms to the spreatl
of the Gospel? Are there many church mernhers that clo it?
W e fear not ; aid in proof of it I submit io
your careful attention and thought, the list of
mortgages on church buildings, the deht- on
preachers’ salaries, the small salaries paid them
in cori-~~arison
with the runisellers’, the coiistant fairs, bazaars, theatricals, pink teas, doil4
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key parties, neclitie parties, Chinese teas, i1:
w11ich the frantic eflorts of the Church is manifested to get money to run affairs.
Cornelius gave “much alms.“ Gave it,
GAVE IT. 130~
much, not how little, do
you give? Yet you profess religion, and sa;j
Cornelius was not ronr.e!-ted.
“ h d prayed to God alway.” This proves
hiin to 1iax-e been a coiiimancliiient keeper. For
.ive are coniniaiided to pray all the nhile. He
did it.
Sinners only pray wlien in danger.
He prayed \\-hen in danger and Lvhen safe.
Kot to be seen of men, but to be heard of God.
Xot a “splendid effort” as we heard one preacher’s prayer spoke11 of. The most praying any
sinner docs is when in danger, and in Sunday
School lie repeats the Lord‘s prayer. Cut Cornelius prayed -‘J-VrAIY.
Some call themselves cliildrcii of God, lxt
cannot find fiiteeii niiiiutcs out of tLt-Cnty-fouihours in which to pray.
Cut he prayctI
always. H e eiijoyed his praying. How do
I know? IIe prayed to God and not to the
congregation ; prayed for blessing from Goti,
and not for effect. on his hearers.
S o t converted ? The Lord heard him, and the Pharisees said “we linow that God lieareth not sin-

ners,“ so you see the Pharisees \vould agree
thkt Cornelius was a converted man. WhetIpr
they i~-ouldo r not is a small matter. for kve
read, ”Coriielius, thy prayers,” Prayers. Plural niiiiher.
”Thy prayers and thine alms
are come up,“ Glory ! he prayed so his prayer5
went ~ip-yes, up to God--:’for 2 memorial
before God.“ God was so pleased n-ith Cornelius, his giving, his praying was so in the
Spirit, he sent an angel to him. Lots of prolessors of religion. and church members would
be Irightei1ed if God should do the same by
them; el idently they are not praying to be
ansir crctl, o r giying their money with the
thought God l~nows.Cornelius was nat frightened.
TYhat does the Bible tell us God tvants to
do for the converted people? Sanctify them
1vhoI1y. So he told Cornelius to send for
Peter, a preacher of the second blessing;. and
God told Peter, and showed him, also, w y
giving the Holy Ghost to Cornelius, that ’io
was converted. Cornelius lciiew God‘s voice,
for he said, “What is it, Lord?”
Jesus says “my sheep hear my voice.” So
Cornelius must have been one of the Lord’:?
sheep. Mark, he did not ask as did uiicon-
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yerted Said of Tarsus, ”TVho art thou, Lord” 2
but .*Ivliatis it, Lord?”
TIear the soldier speak of liim to Peter:
*‘Cornelius, the centurion, a just man, and OIIC
tliat fearetli God, and of good report among
all the nation of the Jews, was wanied froill
God by an holy angel.”
Do your servants speak thus of your character? Do they know you have holy ang&
visit you ? What is your reputation among
men ? W h a t happened when Peter arrived ?
“TT7hile Peter yet spalce these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on them which heard the word.”
This astonished them of the circumcision, “became that on the Gentiles also was poured out
Peter had dethe gift of the Holy Ghost.”
clared on the day of Pentecost, that those x h o
repented were proniisecl the Holy Ghost. €le
was surprised that Cornelius was already it1
that state, and now falls on him the Holy
Ghost, just “as on us at the beginning.”
What did the First Work of Grace do for
Cornelius ? W h a t was his condition when introduced to us?
“,4 devout man, one that feared God with ;ill
his house, gave much alms; prayed to God
alway ; had his prayers answered ; received an
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holy angel : spoke familiarly with axid to God :
got into condition for the baptism with the
Holy Ghost." This is what the first work o i
grace does for everybody. -1xonderful woik
of GELACE. Amen.

CHAPTER IS.

2, STEP TOiV-\RD THE FIRST I V O R I i OF GRACE.

The pian of the Gospel has neyer been
changed. The way unto salvation is the same
today as it was in the time of John the Baptist.
“Repent” was John’s first text, so also the
Saviour’s. Repentance is an old doctrine.
Nuch misunderstood in the present day, judging by the practice of the people on that line.
If it is not understood it is because men do not
want to or care to understand it. It can he
understood, for as in relation to holiness, you
have a Bible 2nd a dictionary and you can
learn about repentance as well.
When you
and I have been rebels against God, in order
for us to get on his side it is only reasonable
we should be sorry for having been against
him. Really repent of i t ; and if we clo that
we will not be found very soon, if eTTer, on
the side against God. Men do not run from
our government to another every other day;
neither do they from the famiiy of God to the
ranks of Satan. I mean t o say it is not a

A STEP TOWARD.

51

pleasure trip irom Satan to God ; it is not easy
to get away from Satan; it is not a pleasure to
repent.
If professors of religion had done
their first works in a Eible fashion, we woulcl
not have such a low state of things in the
church as at present.
The way into the kingdom of God is by
the way of repentance.
-411 have sinnd,
hence been rebels, on the wrong side, and for
this one must be sorry, really sorry, before
conversion can take place.
Repentance means, first, sorrow for sin. I
did something that hurt the feelings of a friend,
I asked forgiveness, and they forgave, with
the remark if I was sorry I would not do it
again. That is it. If one is sorry for having
sinned, they will stop; not keep at it. Some
one told a heathen king to break off his sins
by righteousness.
God says, “cease to do
evil.” If one is sorry they will stop. It m l l
appear in the life, the, conduct.
Second, repentance means confession ; if one
is sorry they will confess their sins. I remember one-time praying for a well dressed woman
at the altar like she was a sinner, and when
we stopped she informed us she was not SO
bad. Confess your sins. If sorry you will.

52

THE 1’IXbT \VOKli

OF GltACE.

It is not pleasant, but when one is in earnest
they get at it arid through it.
S o salvation is promised til1 confession is
made. “‘iz‘hoso confesseth and forsaketh shall
have mercy.’’ Confess to God, and to every
other one concerned. O w n up that you are a
sinner.
God saps you are, and he ki10n.s.
So out with it, confess your sins.
Some of your sins you will have,to confe=s
to your husband, your wife, your children.
parents, neighbors. This is the reason we have
so few real cases of those who have the First
Work of Grace today; men and women are
so mised up in sin they are unwilling to confess
and have mercy, so hide and go to hell.
God knoweth all the secrets of the heart
and life.
It means separation from those unholy alliances; it means jail for some. Some honie
may be wrecked if a confession is made; that
is, the wreck that already exists would be made
manifest.
How few are willing to confess their owl1
sins. But currents of salvation are not found
before the straits of confession of sin are
passed.
The lies told, money stolen, name
of another ruined, all your sins must be con-
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iessed. YOUR sins, not your neighbors' :
confessing their silis only increases the ii~unbrr
o i vow 0n-n.
Third, if you are really sorry, sin \vi11 iJC.
forsaken. S o t keep on, but stop. Sin must
not only be confessed, but forsaken.
Again, one will make restitution when truly
penitent. Some property woultl cliaiige hands :
some stolen things would get home ; pulpits
may be silent on this subject, but God is not.
If you want to find Him you will have to
come to it. The quicker you yield the sooner
you will find rest. In these days is it not true
that one may be what is called converted, without sorrow for sin, without confession, witliout forsaking, without making restitution ?
This is another gospel. Refore the just ant1
holy judge those mho teach inen thus \vi11 have
to appear. Repent is a command, something
one must do; soiiiething 110 one can do for
another.
Do it now : do not wait till you feel like it,
for one may not feel like doing this till way
past the place where it can be done. Repent I
When? S o w ; lt'li\- '. God coininatids it. One
can do nvliat God recluires. Get at it, friend,
ere the clay is aoiie and leaves you with yogr
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lycir!; of repenting undone.
The old paths
liric of repenting, while they have been
neglected in these latter days, have not been
abandoned by the God who laid them out.
Over this old path many have reached the
skies.
Cut these modern paths of easily getting
into what is termed Christian experience which
is seldom testified to, has sent back no voices
of triurr?ph from the upper regions, like those
who have gone over the old paths of repentance, confession, forsaking, and restitution.
If we want to be sure of heaven w e must
go in the paths of God's marking out, and then
no doubts will arise, and we will make our
calling and election sure. If, reader, you haye
not repented after a gospel fashion, do so at
once, no matter what name thou dost bear,
for our Father is not looking for names, tiit
€or OBEDIENCE.
011 the

CHAPTER S.
-4 SECOSD STEP ?‘OT\’ARI)

THE FIRST STORK OX

GRACE.

”Repent and believe the Gospel.” Sote repentance conies before believing. I t is very
popular to sal;, “believe, believe,” but one cannot till they have first repented. Conditions
must be met before one can believe. Believing is not so hard as most people think. It
is much easier than trying to believe. One
vho is trying is on the wrong line. It does
not say “repent and try to believe.” There
is something in the way when you are that
Better search the heart, and life,
far off.
past and present. God meets repentant souls,
sild faith leans on his promise when v e come
in the appointed way. God has always told
the truth ; never failed to keep his word. W h y
hsve a hard time to believe God? Your foundation is not perfect if that is the case.
lLIuch time and breath and energy are spent
in trying to get God to save the individual
iylien me .ivould better spend our titne in trying
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to get the seeker to do what God requires;

n.hen that is done the blessed God is waiting
One n-lio takes the first step of repentance \rill not have a hard time taking tlie
second of helieving. Trouble in trying to believe God is on our side from the fact discovered or yet to be discovered that we have
not met conditions which bring us into a locality, where it is possible to believe.
JViien one repents they begin to feel gonil.
aiid it is easy to believe God when we are i:i
a state of obedience.
S o t SO when dodgiiig
among the trees of the garden.
If you CXII
look God in the face aiicl tell liini you h a w
performed the coiiiniandment of the Lord, and
there is no prophet asking what ineaiis tlic
bleating of tlie sheep and lowing of tlie cattle
which I hear in mine ears, yoti cluicldy belie\-c
the promise, and tlie Spirit as quickly witnesses to tlie fact. Fraise the Loru !
Scriptural repentance must precede lxliev ing, and does.
The letting go, parting company, being
sorry, forsaking, making restitution, coiiies
before the coniniaiid to believe.
Many are trying to take the second step
before the first. But, friend, we have to learn
to save.

that God is particular : he has his order : thinks
it best; holds :he seeker to it : he cannot break
his law, iiur change his course. If one wants
Salvation (is it not a sweet word), it u-ill have

to he taken in God’s n-ay. He is the o n l ~
Saviour.
Believe is n-hat you do easily after you script.iiral1.i repent.
T f the order of God !e reversed, you will
find J-ou are only wasting time. Xothing profited. Exhortations to believe are unnecessary
when the command to repent has been obeyed.
“Repent and believe the Gospel.”

T H E L'IRST \YoRI< OF GRAICE II\IP.'iRTS

h GOOD

APP!iTITE.

Many people wlio profess to have received
salration seem very much afraid they mould
e i t h r get more, or h&ve to do SO.
The kind they have seeins to sort of cloy
them so far as wanting more is concerned.
This is not the way in iiiaking 111011ey, getting
into ofice, etc.
T h e more money a inan
makes, generally, the more he wants to malie.
The first ofice generally creates ambition for
a higher. But with many in religion it seems
different. What they have is all they want;
no atlibition to higher, and farther. The oid
circle of forty years' traveling seems satisfactory ; but, friend, there is soniething the iiiatteiwit11 that so-called salvation that does not want
greater heights, and to l ~ 1 - 1 0 1 ~ 7tlie depths.
Appetite is one of the feelings of the newly
born. The new born babe soon wants something to eat, makes a fuss if the desire is noc
granted. So with the new borii soul. It

is 1m-n to eat. to gron-. to be filled, to iJc puri:
in heart, to be cleli\-ered from the cariial mind.
"Gkssed are they which do hunger and thirst
afttll- righteousness, for they shall be filled."
The nen-ly born soul wants to be deliverct!
from the cariial mind ; it wants holiness. Chic
of the iiiarlcs of tlie really converted soul. which
is oEtcii oierlooked, is to be hungry for iiiorc.
Oftcn expressed by such prayers as "deeper
~ ~ o lof
- kgrace," "more religion," "higher life,"
etc. These show the lieart-cry of tlie persoil
in the erperience of the First TTork of Grace.
the first inaiiifestation of the carnal mind,

the convert is pained and desires deliverance
from it.
If the convert is not misled bp some pervert,
they d l soon get into the clear light of God's
will in the matter. When a man or s n q i a i i
who professes to be a child of God. does n o t
want to be cleansed from pride, ill-temper,
jealousy, anger, fear of man, and kindred feelings, it is time to get them forward for prayers
and inspection by the Word, and Spirit of God.
When a professor of religion has fallen back
so far as to not only not want, but also be opposed to deliverance from the thing which is
in tliem, which is against God's la.iv, it is high
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rime thei. should be converted over.
Sick
Dying, or dead
pcople refuse their meals.
people do not cat. S o appetite. But living,
hcalthy people want frequent meals. Creatcd
in holiiiess. An appetite for it.
Called to
holiiiess. A desire for it. Promised holi
ness. Seeking the fulfillment of the promise
is the attitude of the truly converted. T h e normal condition of the soul which is in the etij o p e n t of the First Work of Grace will l x
to want the whole i d 1 of God ; to have all b e
n-ants them to have ; to be what he wants them
to he; tc be saved as much as God wants them
IC
be saved, aiid has promised to save them.
'IVhat will the every-day opposer of morc
religion do in the end? When in the preseiice
of the Judge at the last? Nothing save i o
go away in silence. What will he say? Notliing, for he will be speechless. 'IVhere will he
g o ? To helI! shut out: the door closed.
The carnal mind is the work of the devil.
This the child of God quickly recognizes-seeq
the likeness-wants t o be rid of it : but he who
reiuses to be rid of it, and prefers to have it
rather than a pure heart, mill never be allowcc-1
to push the Blood of Jesus m e side aiid niarcli
into FIeaven with this God-hating thing or
works of the devil.

A GOOD APPETITE.
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If you are really converted you will want
to lx rid of the thing which causes so niucli ~f
unplcasantiicss in not only your religious Iifc
h i t in all the wallcs of life. You vi11 be paine(l
a t its prescnce ; sigh for relief ; look for cleliverance: expect to be made perfect in love in
this life; groan after it, and get it.
“Cltssed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they SHALL BE
FILLED.” The blessedness is not in the
‘ r thirsting, and hungering,” but the filling. God
does not hold up this blessed deliverance from
the carnal mind, the being filled before yo‘ii,
aid say it is for you at death, when you need
it so much to live by; or way down in life
when most of the battles are aver, or in
Heaven, when you need it so much on earth.
That we slioulcl serve him in holiness and
righteousness, all the day3 of OW life. If in
the love of the First Work of Grace you want
it. You want it now. You are anxious to
get it. You, at least seek it, and those that
seek, find.
The First Work of Grace gives you a good
appetite for GOOD things. No more on dead
things feeding ; no more Ioolcing for some scandalous thing; feed now 011 the finest of the
wheat, because your appetite calls for it.
5
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IYhicli tlo you crave, reader? HOLINESS,
) i t SIX ? Yes, ITTHICFI?
The one !-oil chonse reveals your character.
If p u r clioice be holiness, well arid good ; but
i f you stailcl for anti pleat1 for sin, it show:s
Ivliat !'nu are. T h e chiltl of Got1 has appctite for holiness, aiitl gets it.
The child of
the clryil likes sin, has appetite for it.

CHAPTER XII.
T H E FIRST IYORII OF GRACE, h TVAR BEGUS.

Soon after tlie soul has received the First
Work G f Grace, it awakens to the. fact that
there are eiiemies in the land.
Sooner or
later, the consciousness of the presence of the
carnal mind is revealed. TVhen the temptation conies from without, tlie soul is coiiscioua
there is a traitor on the inside. ,4voice seconds the motion from without.
The enemy
on the outside is making effort to regain the
town of man-soul. Cut the new life braces
up against the assault, seeks to down the voice
jvithin and hold the fort.
The Christian life is a warfare froin start
to finish. Satan is the enemy we will have
to contend with during our pilgrimage : buc
this thing on the inside, we do not have to hase
constantly siding against us. “Put off tlie 0111
man wit11 his deeds.”
“The carnal niind is
eiiinity against God; is not subject to the law
of k d , neither intleed caii be.“ This is not
the warfare the child of God shvulrl have, “for
this purpose the Son of God was manifested
that he iniglit destroy the works of the devil.”
f i n d certainly a thing in us that is agaillst God,
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not subject to his law, and utterly impossible
to ever be in harmony with the law of God,
must be the work of the devil. Our Creator
never put such a devil-like streak in us; it
bears the inark of satan himself. Tt i s clearly
his work, and can be destroyed.
Eut the soul that has entered into the experience of tlie First Work of Grace has this foe
on hand.
And if the first love is retained,
and the person walks in the light, it will soon
point to the cleansing fouiitain that waslies
WHITER than snow.
-4 truly converted SOL^ is pained at the presence of this monster in the heart, bearing such
a lilieiiess to the devil, opposing the good, and
the soul desires deliverance.
Stitan tries to make one think because of its
presence the individual is not converted, or
has lost what they received.
Then solme persons, unskilled in the world
of righteousness, say you cannot be delivered
from it in this life ! and others say you outgrow
it; and others, there is no such thing; stiil
others, you iiiust keep it clown. Eut, reader,
nom of these are correct if tlie Bible is true.
“Put off” does not meail out-grow, hold in
check, etc. This is not the warfare we sliould
have. Wnar time has a man for war, who has

A WAR BEGCN.
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to constantly struggle with himself to keep
honest? To keep from lying?
13ow can a child of God be a soldier, if it is
a continual struggle to keep down temper,
pride, anger and a troop of such like?
Reacler, the lyar, according to God‘s plan IS
not to lie with yourself, but against foes from
without. It takes the Second Work of Gracc
to clcaii out the carnal mind, sanctify the soul
wlioll~,and fill with the Holy Ghost. The inan
or n’oinan in the enjoyment of the First Work
of Grace, faces the enemy, the world, and sin
of every description, has his back to hell, and
faces toward Heaven.
The warfare is not continually against the
carnal mind, but against sin on the outside. The
newly converted one knows this thing ought
not to exist, cries for deliverance, and if light
be followed, soon comes to a personal Pentecost
where the blood cleanses from all sin, and the
I-Ioly Ghost fills. “For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places.”
Not a word that we are to fight indwelling
m
sin, tor it would contradict scripture, which
plainly says it is to be destroyed.
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Our warfare is Jvith wicked spirits, and iiieil
aiid women who will eiilist with wicked spirits
to fight against those who are saved.
Cariial weapons will not do. I oiice knew
of a iiiaii throwing a cliair to drive the devil
out of the v-ay nliile he prayed.
lhat
x i s a niaiiifcstation o i igiioraiice.
Yo11 cannot hit such enemies with a carnal weapo~i.
Man-made guns are of no use; dynamite is
of 110 account in this war ; huiiiaii inventions
of evcrv kind are of no avail.
There is .x
sword, however, but it is the Spirit’s sword,
and very sharp; it does not cut the flesh of
the body, but gets dowii into the very secrets
of iiitii’s lives. It is the Word of God.
Witli this sword, aiid much prayer, and with
a triuinpliaiit faith we win the victory. That
sin is a nimster, I do not deny. It has fearful p o i ~ e r it
; holds those it lays hold on with
satanic strength ; but our God is able to iiiake
us iiiorc than conquerors. Defeat belongs to
the otlier side. Satan started out for a victory
in lieavei:, but he was put out. H e started out
to crush o u t the liumaii family, but Diviiit
Love and ,;\lcrcy intervened, and his liellish
purpose \vas tlnvarted.
God is a God oi
battles and victories. His cliildren cai? have
all grace, all sufficiency, in all things. “Now

thanks be unto God, which always causeth us
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the
saviour of his liiiowledge by us in every I’lace.”
In the war of life we are to have victors,
for it is God that givetli us the victory, and
faith is the victory that overcometh the world,
and i t is your Father’s gdod pleasure to give
you the. kingdom.
Sinners have a horrible war on their hands.
KO Christ, no helper, no refuge, no victory,
EO hope.
The tliild of God has a wir on
hand, but has a Christ, a helper, a refuge, constant victory and hope big with immortality.
This life is where we develop our character.
This is the place where we are to quit ourselves
like men. W e can be strong. W e can overcome. W e do overcome. This world is not
our rest. Satan likes to have the professed
Christian tiiink all is over now they have religion, and when the individual wakens to the
fact that it is not so, then he says quit, inalres
desperate effort to discourage, and hold back !
But soldiers are for war. They are to endure
hardness. Amazing how little hard things
men and women are willing to suffer for
Jesus: when they bore so many for sin, satali
and pleasure.
O n to victory. VICTORY.
Hold high the Blood stained banner.
Our
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God is not out of the victory-giving business.
"\Vhy art thou cast do.il.11, oh, 111y soul.
Hope thou in God."
Up, on, with a conrpering trcatl. Eiitlurc harclness as good sol
iliers of J e w s Christ.
"Sure I must fight if I would reign,
Increase my courage, Lord,
I'll bcar the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by thy Word.
Thy saints in all this glorious war,
Shall conquer tho' they die,
They see the triumphs from afar,
By faith they bring it nigh."

Get the two Works of Grace, then push into
What confidence we ought to have as we enter upon tlie
conflict, kiiowing the promises of God to be true
:hat he is always with us, and will give complete victory. The war is on. Let us he
good soldiers till tlie battle is foiight, the victory won, and 'we are mustered out.
What a day of rejoicing when we shall pass
before our great commander aiid see those who
have fought the fight aiid won. W e will not
then he ashamed of our scars, nor the tattered
flags. Crown him. CROWN II'IM Lord of
all. The war will be of short duration, then
home, peace, rest forever. Ameli ! Glory !
t h e field, and fight for victory.

